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APPLICATION 

OF WRITING 

 

K- 6 

tudents must be able to 

write an informational or 

opinion essay in 120 minutes. 

Reading and writing (essay) are 

now graded together. Both must 

be passed to be proficient on 

the FSA. 

Essay Writing Guide 
60 + 60 = 120 minutes 

Keep your eyes on the clock! 

   
Step-by-step method 

 

step 1: read the prompt and 

then paraphrase by writing it to 

make sure you understand what 

you have to do – this is the big 

idea of your essay (2 minutes) 

step 2: read the three 

passages and underline (while 

reading) important details to use 

in your essay – you will not have 

time to write margin notes on 

the yellow sheet (20-30 

minutes) 

step 3: from the underlined 

notes, choose 3 strong reasons 

or points to support your main  

 

Essay Writing Guide Continued  
idea or big idea; if it’s an opinion essay – write your opinion based   

on three strong facts from underlined notes and your beliefs (3 min.) 

step 4:  begin 1st paragraph (introduction) by indenting,  

write your topic sentence (main idea) of your essay, list 3 reasons or 

points from earlier or state your opinion – keep this paragraph short in 

length; the first sentence is the most important (5 minutes) 

step 5: begin 2nd paragraph by indenting, write a trendy transition 

(For starters, To kick it off, To begin with, In the first place, etc.), 

write your topic sentence and include 1st reason, use underlined details to 

support topic sentence, include 2 quotes and explain them (This means, 

In other words, To elaborate further, I know this because); when 

quoting say: According to passage one, two or three,”…” –  (20 minutes) 

step 6:  begin 3rd paragraph by indenting, write a trendy transition 

(Additionally, Yet another reason is…, Pursuing this further, Next, etc.), 

write your topic sentence and include 2nd reason, use underlined details 

to support topic sentence, include 2 quotes and explain them (This 

means, In other words, To elaborate further, I know this because); when 

quoting say: According to passage one, two or three,”…” – (20 minutes)  

step 7: begin 4th paragraph by indenting, write a trendy transition 

(Last but not least, Finally, The final reason, As a final point, etc.), write 

your topic sentence and include 3rd reason, use underlined details to 

support topic sentence, include 2 quotes and explain them (This means, 

In other words, To elaborate further, I know this because); when 

quoting say: According to passage one, two or three,”…” – (20 minutes)  

step 8: begin 5th paragraph by indenting, write a trendy transition (To 

summarize, In closing, To wrap it up, In a nutshell, All in all), rewrite your 

topic sentence and 3 reasons again, but write them in a different way or 

restate your opinion (5 minutes) 

step 9: Edit and/or Revise (10 – 15 minutes)  

Edit/Revise W.2.5 

editing involves: spelling, punctuation, indenting, capitalization, verb 

tenses (we are – not we is; I don’t have – not I ain’t got no, etc.) 

revising involves: rewriting sentences and rewriting paragraphs 

e.g. - for example; i.e., - that is to say; etc. (Et cetera) - and so on 
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